Assignment # 10
Nuclear Power & Nuclear Reactors

In “Outliers”, Gladwell discusses the incident at Three Mile Island in 1979. Here’s his description from the footnote on page 183.
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Twelve days before this incident, Columbia pictures released the movie: “The China Syndrome”, which dealt with a similar fictional issue. The movie was critically acclaimed, and was nominated for several Oscars, ultimately receiving an award at the Cannes Film festival.
[image: image2.jpg]Today, only a handful
of people know what it means...
Soon you will know.
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The Three Mile Island incident, as well as the movie, are believed to have slowed down nuclear power generation tremendously in the US. In recent months, with Global warming taking center stage, the call for investing in nuclear power has increased. On the other hand, the disaster last week in Japan has once again shed light on the dangers of this type of technology. 
In today’s exercise, you are requested to:

1- As a group, draw a picture or rough sketch of Gladwell’s description of what happened at Three Mile Island in 1979.
2- Research this incident online using one of the data bases as you were taught by our embedded librarian. Take clear notes, and make a note of the references. Be prepared to cite those sources the way you were taught. 

3- Based on your finding, modify your sketch. Be sure to label its various components.

4- How does the disaster in Japan compare to the incident in PA as far as the danger level is concerned? How do they both compare to Chernobyl? Is there a scale for measuring such disasters?

5- For those who watched the movie, summarize the similarities and differences between the events portrayed in the movie and what actually happened in PA.

6- You may also wish to critique the movie for extra credit (!

7- Write a position paper that includes your sketch, similarities and differences to the movie, as well as an answer to the following questions:
a. How does nuclear power work?  

b. Why is nuclear power controversial today? What are its pros and cons? 

c. How is nuclear power currently being used worldwide?
d. What countries are relying on nuclear power the most?

e. What country(ies) is/are trying to acquire nuclear technology today, and why is this causing such a stir in the international community today?

f. How is this issue related to nuclear arms? Which countries have nuclear arms at present?

g. What international measures are being taken to curb the spread of nuclear arms? What agency(ies) deal with these issues?

