Assignment # 14

How do two different authors interpret Gladwell’s work?
(modified from an assignment by Dr. Jackson/Sabrina Thomas)
I. Find the following three articles in Lexis Nexis:
a. The rule of 10,000;… and other secrets of success from Malcolm Gladwell by Robert Fulford

b. Changing the Subject, Maintaining the Tone by Janet Maslin

c. Eclectic Detective by Steven Pinker

II. As you read each article, summarize its main points, each time answering each of the following questions:
i. What is the main argument of the article?

ii. Synthesize what the author is really saying in your own words. Use bullets.
iii. Is the article favorable to Gladwell? Why or why not?

iv. Do you agree with the author of the article you just read? Why or why not?

v. Reflect on your answers above, can you detect bias in your own answers?  Did you immediately agree or disagree with the author?

III. In your group, discuss your findings focusing on how easy or difficult it was to:

a. Find main argument

b. Synthesize what the author was really saying

c. Remain unbiased while reading the 2nd and 3rd articles after hearing your partner’s interpretation.

