Assignment # 6
Change in the Middle East: What should the West’s position be?

In recent weeks, demonstrators have taken to the streets in a number of Middle Eastern countries, starting in Tunisia last December, migrating to Egypt, Yemen, Jordan, Bahrain, and now Libya and Iran. Despite minor differences from one place to another, the demands of these protesters have been basically the same: democratic reforms, and getting rid of dictatorships that have ruled their countries for decades. The US has numerous allies in the region, and these events will undoubtedly have an impact US policy in the region. Because of its strategic location, and because it is the Arab world’s most populated country, the revolution in Egypt has taken center stage on all international media outlets for 18 days. In general, the West’s (and in particular the US administration’s) response to the recent events has been criticized from both ends of the political spectrum. The main question seems to be: should the West (and the US) support democratic reforms in these Middle Eastern countries, even if they produce governments that will not necessarily be our allies, or should we continue to support many of the current regimes because they have served our interests? 
The following links are for videos that focus on the events in Egypt, as presented on various news outlets. The first three seem to advocate one position, while the last three present a different point of view.
http://www.therightscoop.com/levin-interviews-frank-gaffney-on-egypt
http://newzeal.blogspot.com/2011/02/frank-gaffney-on-egypt-and-muslim.html
http://www.mediaite.com/tv/ann-coulters-expertise-on-mobs-and-liberals-finds-nothing-good-in-egyptian-protests/
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=owVUDwz18fE
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XJeNYwkQmDc&feature=related
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2j482GgO6Ok&feature=fvst
After viewing these clips, you are requested to 

1- Summarize the main points of view advocated by these two (or maybe 3?) “sides”. Explain the line of reasoning of each. Use points and bullets if necessary.

2- Using one or more of the reference data bases, research some of the afore-mentioned arguments. Summarize the steps taken to research this topic (which database did you use, what keywords did you search for), and try to evaluate the authenticity of some of the arguments made by each group. (Hint: There were many articles on the editorial pages of the New York Times over the past 2 weeks, particularly those of a representative of the Muslim Brotherhood in Egypt (http://www.nytimes.com/2011/02/10/opinion/10erian.html?ref=contributors), Thomas Friedman, and Nic Kristoff, among many others!
3- Indicate your opinion of these two positions, based on the articles that you found. Use proper citations as we learned in class.

4- Write a “position paper” for the US administration that will help it deal with the situation as it now evolves. (The entire paper should be no longer than 4 pages, 1.5 line spacing, 12 pt).
