Arthropoda Selecta 8 (4): 293-295

Obituary.

© ARTHROPODA SELECTA, 1999

Hekponor

Photograph by Gary.Polis; copyright 1996.

Iapu Aasan TTOAMC (1946—2000)

Tricsauam srogei Bo BceM Mupe Obln 3HakoM I'opu
[Monuc, BHLAAKOUIMACS aMEPUKAHCKUI JKOJIOT U KpyI-
HEHIIMHA CIENHANNCT [0 CKOpIUMOoHaM. ['3pu Tparuyec-
ki oru6 27 mapra 2000 r. B 6ypHbIx BonHax Kanudop-
HUIICKOro 3a11Ba B Mekcuke, BO BpeMs nocielHen u3
MHOIMX CBOMX UCCIIEJOBATEIbCKHX 3KCIIEAMLIUH B 3TOT
HHTEepECHEHIIKI NPUPOJHBIA peruoH. Bmecte ¢ HUM
noru0iu: Mostono# acnupadT Maiikin Poy3 u Tpoe AnoH-
cKux 3koj0ros: Takys AGe, Macaxuko Xuracu u Cure-
py Haxkano.

Hayunas pa6ora ['apu [Toanca no ckopnxonam Ha-
4aJach B CEMUAECATHIX r0Jax, Korja oH 6bu1 aclupaH-
ToM y Pomkepa @apiu 8 YHuBepcuTeTe Kamudoprum B
Pusepcaiine. [Tonucom u @apnu GbUTH IPOBEAEHEI IO
pOOHbIE IKOJIOTUYECKHE HCCIIEA0BAHUSA H OKCIIEPUMEH-
Thl, 2 UX OOBEKT, HECYAHbIii CKOPIUOH Smeringurus
(=Paruroctonus) mesaensis, 6xarogaps 3Toil pabore
CTan HaubJ101e€e IKOIOTMYeCKU U3y YEHHBIM BUIOM CKOP-
nuonoB B mupe [Polis, 1979, 1980; Polis & Farley,
1979, 1980]. ITocne storo ['apu paGotan MHOro JET
npodeccopom Guonoruu B YHuBepcuTeTe Banaepbuns-
ta (mrat TeHHeccH).

Hurtepecs '3pu [Tonuca He orpaHHYHBaIMCh OJHOH
IPYIIIOH, HO pacnpOCTPAHSIUCH TAKXKE Ha IPYTHUX ITyC-
THIHHBIX WICHHCTOHOIMX (0COGEHHO MayKoB) U B 006-
J1acTh OOLIEH 3KOIOTMH [Ty CTHIHHBIX c0061ecTB [Polis,
1981, 1991b; Polis et al., 1981, 1985]. Kuura, rae oH

“4A mbl, cblk HeaoseyecKkut,

He boiica ux u He 6otica peuell ux,

ecau OHU 8ONYAMU U MmepHamu 6yoym Oaa mebs,
u mol 6yOewd Jcums y cCKOpnuonos”.
(Hesexuune, 2: 6)

OBL1 U peIaKTOPOM, U aBTOPOM, HOCHJIa Ha3BaHUE “DKo-
JIOTHs NyCThIHHBIX coobwecTs” [Polis, 1991a]. U B T0
e BpeMs OH OYKBaJIbHO CO3/1ai U U3J1aJ1 KHUTy “buono-
rus ckoproHoB” [Polis, 1990]. MoHorpadus sTa, BBU-
[y CBOETO 3HaYEeHHS U YHHKAIBHOCTH, B Y3KOM KpYTy
cnenuanucTos Obuia npo3BaHa “bubns ckopnHoHOB”,
H ee peLaouias pob 4J11 MOJOAOro NOKOJeHH “CKop-
[NKOJIOr0B” HECOMHEHHA; KaK ObLI0O OBI 310pOBO, €Ciu
66l y MeHs Obla Takas KHUTa, KOrAa s HayMHaj 3aHu-
MaTbhCs YKOJIOrHel CKOpIHOoHOB B TypKMEHHH, B CEMH-
JECATHIX rojax!

B nessHoCThIX rojgax uHTepecsl I'apu Ilonuca ne-
PEMECTHIINCH B MHTEPECHEHIIYIO 00J1aCTh IKOJIOTHY —
HCCJIE10BaHUS TPOPUYECKUX CETEH, H K KOHILY IeCATH-
JIETUS OH CTaJl 10 NPaBy CYUTATHCSA OJHUM U3 BEJYLIHX
CTENMaNUCTOB U B 3TOH o6nactu [Polis, 1994; Polis and
Hurd, 1996; Polis and Winemiller, 1996]. B camoe
nocieaHee BpeMs ['3pu paboran ewie Haj IBYMsS MOHO-
rpadusamu: no Tpoduuecknm cetsim [Polis et al. 2000],
u 110 Guonoruu ckopnuoHos [ Brownell and Polis, 2000],
rPYIIbL, ¢ KOTOPOH OH HMKOIJAa HE PaccTaBalcsd H K
KOTOpOH COXpaHUJI OTHOLIEHHE IHTy3HacTa. B 1998 r.
I'spu nepeexan ¢ cembeii B KanudopHuto, rae oH 3aHsn
MIOCT 3aBEAYIOWEro OJHOM U3 IKOoIoryueckux kadeap
Yuusepcurera Kanudopuuu B Jiasuce.

Hauunast ¢ 1990 r., Heckonbko pa3 B rof, I'apu
[onuc pyKkoBoauI KpyNHOMACIITaOHBIMH DKOJIOTHYEC-
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KHUMM 3KCIIe AMLHAMH B MeKcHKy, Ha noayoctpoB Hux-
uas Kanudopuus (“baxa”). Ilonesas pabora tam, B
(aHTacTHUECKUX YCIIOBHAX Iy cThIHH CoHOpa (Ha noay-

ocTpoBe) U GHu3neKamux ocTposos B Kanudopuuiic-

KOM 3anuBe, OydeT BCIOMUHATHCS MHOTMM YYaCTHH-
KaM 3THX Noe310K. ExxeroqHo, rpynmnsi cTy1€HTOB, ac-
IHUPaHTOB, NPOCTO JOOPOBOJIBLIEB OTIPABIAIUCH B -
caTuyacoBbli nyTh oT rpanunsl CIUA k rory, k 6aze
JKCHeauInU — phibanikoMy nocenky baxus ae Jloc Au-
xenec (byxra Anrenos). Ilocenok crout Ha Gepery
KamudopHuiickoro 3anuBa (KOTOpbIH MEKCHKaHIIbI Ha-
3bIBalOT ero Mar del Cortez— mope Kopreca), u xopo-
110 M3BECTEH aMEPUKaHCKHUM TYPUCTaM U ppIO0JIOBaM.
Cam [Ixon CreifHOEK KU U [TUcal 34€Ch OJJHO BPEMAL.
JoM Ha 6epery, KOTOPBIH KCIIeAUIMsA CHUMAaa 3/1ECh,
6b11 po3Ba “CraHuus Anoro Mops”, ¥ OTCrOAa, npsi-
MO OT KpBIJbLia, yXOAHIH JIoAKH B Mope Kopreca ans
[OJIEBBIX HMCCIEAOBAaHHH Ha JECATKAX €ro OCTPOBOB.
OcTtpoBa 3T H300WIYIOT )KU3HBIO, 2 OHa (Kak oOHapy-
xu ['3pu 1 ero coTpyaHuky) Geper Hayano U3 OKeaHa,
~—— yTeM TpOpHUUYECKUX [eNel, HAaU HHAIOLUXCA C [IaH-
KTOHa M JAIOLMX XH3Hb BBICIIUM YPOBHSAM IHUILEBOH
HepapXuu — CKOPIHOHAM, maykam, suepuuam [Polis,
1998; Polis et al., 1997, 1998; Stapp et al. 1999].
MHorue cTyAeHTh! M acCUPaHThI, KOTOPBIX BOCIUTA
IMpu Ionuc, npuobpenu cBOM nepsolii 10IEBOH ONBIT B
3TOM HAeaNbHOI NPUPOAHON 1a00paTOPUH A1 H3yYe-
Hus Ouoreorpaduu ¥ 3KOJIOTHH OCTPOBOB.

He nepeuucnuts Bce IPOEKTHI, B KOTOPHIX y4acTBO-
Bau ['3pu, Bce ero noe3ku Mo CTpaHaM MUpa, BCEX ero
CTYAEHTOB U ApYy3el, KOTOPbIX OH Hay4HJl 10-HACTOs-

Obituary

IeMY HEHHTD NIPOLIECC HAyYHBIX OTKPHITUH U MOKUCKA
ucruHsl. To oH H3yyaeT 6apxaHHbIX naykos B HamuGuu
(rae 6bu1 o cTunedauu OynGpaiiTosckoro Gponaa)—a
TO YMTAET JEKLUHUH 10 IKOJOrHH TpOPHUUYECKUX Liernei
B6au3u ITongpHoro kpyra B llIseuun (B yHuBepcHTETE
r. ¥Ymea). Heckonbko ner Ha3san, coBmecTHO ¢ ['apw,
s)ypHanucT Jlappu ITpuHIrI Harmycan o HeM KHUXKY JU1s
aereit (“CxopnuoHoBblii uenosek”; Pringle and Polis,
1994). Ora kHura, e IOMEMEHO MHOTO PeAKHX (OTO-
rpacduii ['spy, HaunHAas C JETCKOTO BO3PAcTa, OTpaxKaeT
BECh JHTY3Ha3M U 0JI€CK €ro peIKoi JIMYHOCTH.

Meicau o I'apuy, 0 ero JKu3HH, OTAAHHOU HayKe U 33
Hayky, Oyt MHOro BOCIIOMHHaHHMH, B TOM 4uCle H
JIUYHOro mniuaHa. S u Mos cembs Oau3Kko 3Hamu ['3pu u
eroxeny [1Ispon B TeueHue 12 net. Mou setu 6ykBasb-
HO BBIPOCJIM B €ro 3KCHEAMLHMAX U Ha ero JojAKax B
Byxte Anrenos. I'spu 6b1 0IHUM U3 HalIUX OauMKaii-
HIKMX Apy3€eH, 1 HaM HUKOI'ja He 3a0bITh €ro — U APYrux,
KOTOpbIE NOru6I1 BMECTE C HUM, B [IOMCKAX HCTHHBI U
3HaHus. Msl rinyboxo ckop6um BMmecre ¢ IlI3pon, ¢ ero
aereMH OBaHOM U Maideil, ero poaurenamu Mapu u
CamMom, ero cectpoii 4 6patesimMu. Ho s 3Hato, uto cam
I'spu mpusBan 661 Hac He MpenaBaThCs OTYASHUIO, a
[POJOJDKATh HALILY XH3Hb M paboTy, H IOMHHUTD €0 KaK
4eJIOBEKA, KOTOPbIH JIIOOHI KU3HB.

Buktop ®et

kadeapa 6MOJOrHYECKHUX HAYK

" YHuBepcuteT Mapluanna
3ananHas Buprunus, CILIA 25755

Gary Allan POLIS (1946—2000)

A prominent American ecologist and the most fa-
mous scorpion researcher in the world, Dr. Gary Polis
was known to thousands of people. He died tragically on
March 27, 2000, in the stormy waters of the Sea of
Cortez during the last of his many scientific expeditions
to this wonderful part of the world. With him, the sea also
claimed lives of a young graduate student, Mike Rose,
and three Japanese ecologists: Takuya Abe, Masahiko
Higashi and Shigeru Nakano.

Gary’s scientific work on scorpions started in the
1970s at California where he studied under Roger Farley
at University of California — Riverside. He conducted
a number of ecological studies and experiments, espe-
cially on the sand scorpion Smeringurus (=Parurocto-
nus) mesaensis, which, due to this research, became the
best studied ecologically scorpion species in the world
[Polis, 1979, 1980; Polis and Farley, 1979, 1980].

Gary accepted position of a biology professor at
Vanderbilt University (Nashville, Tennessee), and his

“..be not afraid...
though briers and thorns be with thee,

and thou dost dwell among scorpions”
(Ezekiel 2: 6)

interests were extending into other arthropod groups,
especially spiders, to general desert community ecolo-
gy; then he edited and wrote his book, “The Ecology of
Desert Communities” [Polis, 1991a] and a number of
important contributions to desert arthropod ecology
[Polis, 1981, 1991b; Polis et al., 1981, 1985]. It was at
this time also that he produced a book “Biology of
Scorpions” [Polis, 1990] which became known as a
“Scorpion Bible” to the small, closely knit community of
“scorpiologists” all over the world. Its role for the young
generation of scorpion scientists is absolutely crucial —
I wish I had a book like this when I started studying
scorpion ecology in the 1970s in Turkmenia!

And still further he moved, now to the area of food
webs, becoming by the end of 1990s one of the leading
specialists in this interesting area as well [Polis, 1994;
Polis and Hurd, 1996; Polis and Winemiller, 1996].
Most recently, Gary edited and wrote another book on
food webs [Polis et al. 2000], and another book on
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scorpions [Brownell and Polis, 2000] — a group which
was his first passion and remained such — are now in
press. In 1998, Gary and his family moved to Davis,
California, where he accepted a position of a chair of the
Department of Environmental Science and Policy in the
University of California — Davis.

Since 1990, Gary was instrumental in starting commu-
nity ecology research in Baja California. This ongoing
expedition became one of his major interests and a won-
derful event remembered by hundreds of participating
people. Every year, dozens of students and volunteers
gathered on the US-Mexican border to participate in 10-
hour drive down the Baja California peninsula. There, on
the edge of the fantastic Sonoran desert, on the shore of
Gulfof California (Mexicans call itMar del Cortez— Sea
of Cortez) stands a village called Bahia de Los Angeles
(Bay of Angels), well-known to American tourists and
fishermen (John Steinbeck himself used to live there) but
still quite pristine. A house rented by Gary there, nick-
named the Vermilion Sea Station, was a starting point
from where boats departed to the Sea of Cortez. The Bay
itselfhouses a dozen of islands, abundant with life,and —
as Gary found —powered by the sea energy, by food webs
which start with plankton and eventually provide food for
higher trophic levels such as spiders, scorpions and liz-
ards [Polis, 1998; Polis et al., 1997, 1998; Stapp et al.
1999]. Field of island biogeography, for which Sea of
Cortez is one of the best natural laboratories in the world,
became the field where Gary raised his many undergrad-
uate and graduate students to follow a path of ecologist.
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It is impossible to list all projects in which Gary
participated, all of his travels around the world, all
students and other people he brought to admire the
process of scientific discovery. One year he was a
Fulbright scholar at Namibia, studying desert dune spi-
ders; nexttime, people would see him in Sweden next to
Polar circle lecturing about food webs at the University
of Umea. A few years ago, journalist Larry Pringle co-
wrote a children’s book with and about Gary, named.
“Scorpion Man” [Pringle and Polis, 1994]. Richly illus-
trated with Gary’s photos from childhood to recent times
(and with scorpion pictures as well), this book reflects
enthusiasm and brilliance of Gary’s rare personality.

Thoughts of Gary and his life, which he gave to
science and for science, bring back many memories,
including personal ones. My family and I knew Gary and
his wife Sharon very closely for 12 years. My children
literally grew up in his expeditions and on his boats in the
Bay of Angels. Gary was one of our best friends, and we
will never forget him — and others who died in pursuit
of scientific knowledge. Our heart is with Sharon, their
children — Evan and Maia, Gary’s parents Marie and
Sam, his sister and brothers. I know that Gary himself
would not want us to despair but to live on, do our work,
and remember him as a person who loved life.

Victor Fet

Department of Biological Sciences
Marshall University

West Virginia, USA 25755
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Announcements. Titles to appear in forthcoming
issues of Arthropoda Selecta: Phylogeny and system of
the Arthropoda, by Ya.l. Starobogatov;, Arthropod
evolution from apody to myriapody, as paraphylectic
walk with homeotic and neotenic steps, by D.E. Shcher-
bakov; A new species of the genus Pseudocrangonyx
Akatsuka et Komai (Crustacea: Amphipoda) from the
subterranean fresh waters on the Island Sakhalin, by V.S.
Labay; Some crangonid shrimps of the Toza Bay,
Japan, by R.N. Burukovsky; Notes on variability and
distribution of five species of hermit crabs (Crustacea:
Decapoda Paguridae) in the Norwegian Sea, by V.I.
Sokolov; A revision of the genera Bianor Peckham &
Peckham, 1885 and Harmochirus Simorn; 1885, with
establishment of a new genus, Sibianor gen.n. (Salti-
cidae), by D.V. Logunov; The spider genus Clubiona
(Aranei: Clubionidae) in the ex-USSR fauna: addendum
1, by K.G. Mikhailov.

BsHocel B EBpa3zuatckoe ApaxHonoruieckoe
O61wecTBO onpenesneHs! B pasmepe 10 pyGaeit 3a 1999
roa u 10 py6neii 3a 2000 rox s UL, NPOKUBAKOLIKMX
Ha teppuropur CHI'. BaHockl mpocbba mepechinath
[OYTOBRIMH NepeBofaMu cekperaptro Obuectsa K.I'.
Muxaiinosy.

JlaTel BRIXOJA B CBET MOCAEIHUX HOMEPOB XKYypHa-
noB KMK Scientific Press: ‘

Russian Entomeological Journal, tom 6 (1997);
BbIN 1/2 — 20 oxra6ps 1998 r., Bbin 3/4 — 21 oxTa6ps
1998 r.; Tom 7 (1998), Bein. 1/2 — 1 heBpans 1999 r.,
BbiN. 3/4 — 2 urona 1999 r.; rom 8 (1999), i, 1 — 8§
okTA6ps 1999 r., Bbin.2 — 31 suBaps 2000 1., BB, 3 —
13 anpens 2000 r.

Acarina, Tom 5 (1997), Buin. 1/2 ~— 22 urons 1998

r., Tom 6 (1998), Bein. 1/2 — 25 mapta 1999 r., Tom 7
(1999), Bpin.1 — 13 Hos6ps 1999 r., BbIN. 2 — 4 Man
2000 r.

Bonee nompobHas undopManus o garax BeIXona
OpeabIAyIMX HOMEPOB, YKa3aTelu COOePIKAHUS 32 BCE
FOZbl U3AAaHUA XYPHAJIA U NIPOY. JOCTYIHBI HA HalIElH
Web-cTpanuue mo agpecy:
http://www.orc.ru/~kmkweb

CTouMOCTb MOANKCKHU Ha 300/10THYECKUE Ky PHAIb
usnanus KMK Scientific Press na 1999 u 2000 roast:

Arthropoda Selecta — exerogno 200 py6. nna
4acTHeIX Juu 1 400 py6. a1s opranusanui,

Russian Entomological Journal — exxeronuo 200
py6. nna yactHbix nun 1 400 py6. qns opragusauuii,

Acarina — exeroano 100 py6. aa yacTHBIX UL U
200 py6. nns opranusaumi.

MosxHo npuobpecT HoMepa KYpHaj0B NPOLLIbIX
rOZIOB BhINYCKa (KpOMe HEKOTOPbIX HOMEPOB 3a 1992—
1994 rr). v :

Hmeerca B nponaxe xuura C.JI. Ecronuna u B.E.
Edumuka "Karanor naykos Ypana" (1996), uena 30
py0., a takxe kaura K.I'. Muxaiinosa "Karanor naykos
TeppuTopuii 6piBiiero CCCP" (1997), uena 40 py6.
Hononuenus x "Karanory" K.I'. Muxaiinosa (uroHb
1998r., okTa6ps 1999 r.) MoxxHO npuoGpecTu no 8 py6.

IIpock6a nepeBoauTH NOAMUCKY Ha MM Muxaiino-
Ba Kupunna I'ne6oBuua no aapecy:

103009 Poccus, Mocksa K-9,

yi. bonemas Hukutckas (6biBiu. Cepuena) 6,

3oonoruyeckuii Myseit MI'V.,

Ten. pa6. (7-095)292-5796
Daxc (7-095)203-2717
E-mail kmk2000@online.ru
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