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Summary 
 
Pandinus (Pandinus) trailini sp. n. from Ethiopia is described and compared with other species of the subgenus. The 
new species is characterized by 6/4: 6-7/4: 7-8/4-5: 7-8/4-5  spination formula of tarsomere II and only two spines 
on the inclined anteroventral surface of tarsomere II; 16ï18 ventral trichobothria on the chela; and sexual 
dimorphism, with the male having a more pronounced tooth on the movable finger of pedipalp than the female. A 
key to species and a distribution map of the subgenus Pandinus Thorell, 1876 are provided.  Presented are also 
photos of localities. 
 

 
Introduction  

 
Our knowledge of the genus Pandinus was 

summarized by KovaŚ²k (2009), but that work was based 

primarily on morphology of old museum specimens. 

Since then I have had an opportunity to participate in 

expeditions to eastern Africa and to publish articles that 

apart from descriptions of new species contain also first 

data on life strategies and localities of the Pandinus 

subgenera Pandinus (see KovaŚ²k, 2011) and Pandi-

nurus (see KovaŚ²k, 2012). Also the last (third) ex-

pedition to the region allowed me to further study the 

life strategies of the genus, perhaps the most surprising 

observation being that the young live with their mother 

as long as after the fourth ecdysis. This observation is 

discussed and illustrated below. 

 

Systematics 

 
Pandinus Thorell, 1876 

(Figs. 1ï36) 

 
Pandinus Thorell, 1876: 12; Kraepelin, 1899: 116; 

Vachon, 1974: 953, figs. 113-118; Sissom, 1990: 

136; Fet, 1997: 248; Fet, 2000: 465; Prendini, 2000: 

44; KovaŚ²k, 2009: 50, figs. 284-420; KovaŚ²k, 

2011: 1, figs. 1-42; KovaŚ²k, 2012: 3, figs. 1-64. 

 

TYPE SPECIES. Buthus imperator C. L. Koch, 1841. 

 

DIAGNOSIS. Total length 60ï220 mm. Pedipalp femur 

with 3 trichobothria, only one of them on internal 

surface. Pedipalp patella with 13ï19 external and num-

erous (usually 30ï40) ventral trichobothria. Retrolateral 

pedal spurs absent. Lateroapical margins of tarsi 

produced into rounded lobes. Metasomal segments IïIV 

with paired ventral submedian carinae. Stridulatory 

organ located on opposing surfaces of pedipalp coxa and 

first leg. Telson without subaculear tubercle. 

 
Subgenus Pandinus Thorell, 1876 

(Figs. 1ï36) 
 

Pandinus (Pandinus): Vachon, 1974: 953; Fet, 2000: 

466; KovaŚ²k, 2009: 56, figs. 386-402, 414-417; 

KovaŚ²k, 2011: 1, figs. 1-42. 

 

TYPE SPECIES. Buthus imperator C. L. Koch, 1841. 

 

DIAGNOSIS. Total length 90ï220 mm. Chela with 3 

internal and 8ï18 ventral trichobothria. Pectinal teeth 

number 10ï21. 

 

Pandinus (Pandinus) trailini  sp. n. 
(Figs. 1ï6, 9ï36) 

http://zoobank.org/urn:lsid:zoobank.org:act:E01BC

A9A-F57C-4EC5-B4F8-7034BBF1898B 

 

TYPE LOCALITY AND TYPE DEPOSITORY. Ethiopia, Oro-

mia   State,   Arsi   Province,   06°56'06"N   40°41'23"E,  

 

http://www.kovarex.com/scorpio
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Figures 1ï8: 1ï6: Pandinus trailini sp. n., ǁ holotype. 1ï2. Dorsal and ventral views. 3. Pectinal area. 4.  Metasoma and 
telson, lateral view.  5ï6. Tarsomere II of 4th leg, lateral and ventral views. 7: Pandinus ugandaensis KovaŚ²k, 2011, ǁ holotype, 
tarsomere II of 4th leg. 8: Pandinus smithi (Pocock, 1897), ǁ (107 mm), Ethiopia, 55 km of Degehbur, 07Á49'27.2"N 
43°41'56.3"E, 1053 m a.s.l., FKCP, tarsomere II of 4th leg. 
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Figures 9ï13: Pandinus trailini sp. n., ǀ (116 mm) paratype. 9ï10. Dorsal and ventral views. 11. Pectinal area. 12. Chela 
dorsoexternal view. 13. Metasoma and telson, lateral view. 


