
WVSOS Macroinvertebrate Indentification Key

No shell shell(s)
2 shells1 shell

shell opens on
right side

shell opens on left or is
ram’s horn or cone shaped

legs

more than 6 legs

lobster like

body wider
than high

body higher
than wide

6 legs

no legs

no tails
small, crawls
on bottom

small, body
covered in
plates

round, suction
cup like

large, oval
abdomen

body in case

tails

spines on sides

fluffy gills
underneath

no gills
underneath

single tapered tail

usually yellow & brown,
spines have filaments

no spines on side

Whirlygig Beetle
Larvae

continued on next page

Hellgrammite

Fishfly

Alderfly

Gilled Snail

Pouch Snail
Crayfish

Isopod

Scud

Riffle Beetle
Adult

Riffle Beetle
Larva

Waterpenny

Dragonfly

Caddisfly

Freshwater Clam



no legs no spines on sides

2 tails

gills along
abdomen

smooth
abdomen

tails short with
hooks or hair

Caddisfly

Stonefly

3 tails

gills along
abdomen

tails fanlike,
no gills along
abdomen

Mayfly

Damselfly

small prolegs

small tufts of
hair at tail

2 feather
like tails

swelled
abdomen

finger like
lobes at tail

tapered at
both ends

slender segemented
body

sucker pads
on both ends

no prolegs

Mayfly

Midge

Watersnipe
(Atherix)

Cranefly

Horsefly

Aquatic worm

Leech

Blackfly


